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AVESTAN_2 

LINGUISTIC LAYERS IN THE EXTANT AVESTAN TEXTS: 

OLD, MIDDLE AND YOUNG AVESTAN 

 

Old Avestan : Y27.13, Y28.1-41,43-54.1 

Sample: Y27.13 

yaϑā. ahū. vairiiō. aϑā. ratuš. ašạ̄t̰cīt̰. hacā. 
vaŋhə̄uš. dazdā. manaŋhō. š́iiaoϑananąm. aŋhə̄uš. mazdāi. 
xšaϑrəmcā. ahurāi. ā. yim. drigubiiō. dadat̰. vāstārəm. 

 

Middle Avestan (?) and Pseudo-Old-Avestan:  Y11.17-13,3, Y14.1-2, Y27.14, 15, 
Y28.0, Y35.1, Y42, Y56.1-5, Y58.1-8 

Sample: Y12.1 

nāismī. daēuuō. frauuarānē. mazdaiiasnō. zaraϑuštriš. vīdaēuuō. ahura.t̰kaēšō. 
staotā. aməšạnąm. spəṇtanąm. yaštā. aməšạnąm. spəṇtanąm. ahurāi. mazdāi. 
vaŋhauuē. vohumaitē. vīspā. vohū. cinahmī. ašạ̄unē. raēuuaitē. xvarənaŋuhaitē. 
yā.zī. cīcā. vahištā. yeŋ́hē. gāuš. yeŋ́hē. ašə̣m. yeŋ́hē. raocå. yeŋ́hē. raocə̄bīš. 
rōiϑβən. xvāϑrā. 

 

Young Avestan 

Sample: Y9.1 

hāuuanīm. ā. ratūm. ā.  
haōmō. upāit̰. zaraϑuštrəm.  
ātrəm. pairi.yaōždaϑəṇtəm.  
gāϑåsca. srāuuaiiaṇtəm.  
ādim. pərəsat̰. zaraϑuštrō.  
kō. narə. ahi. yim. azəm.  
vīspahe. aŋhə̄uš. astuuatō.  
sraēštəm. dādarəsa.  
xvahe. gaiiehe. xvanuuatō. aməšạhe. 
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Models 

Model A (Meillet, Hoffmann, Tremblay, etc.)      

Proto- East-Iranian 

 

Old Avestan     (Middle Avestan)   

   Young Avestan 

 

 

Model B (de Vaan, etc.) 

Proto-East-Iranian 

Old Avestan 

Middle Avestan 

Young Avestan 

DIFFERENCES BETWEEN OLD AVESTAN AND YOUNG AVESTAN 

Old Avestan Young Avestan 
Phonetic  
Final ā, ī. ū 
Y27.13, yaϑā, ahū 

Final a, i, u 

 Fricativization of voiced oclusives: 
Y9.2 stūiδi, Y9.5 raōδaēšuua, Y9.8 aγəm, 
Y9.24 aiβištiš 

Bartholomae’s law: 
DhD> DDh  
aogədā < *h1eṷg(ṷ)h-to, Ved. 3.p.pl. óhate 
< * h1eṷg(ṷ)h-n̥to 
aoɤžā <*h1eṷg(ṷ)h-so 
dazde <*dhédhh3toi̭, Ved. dhatté (¡) 

No reflexes of Bartholomae’s law 
 
aoxta < *h1eṷg(ṷ)h-to 
 
daste <*dhédhh3toi̭ 

#ṛš > #ərəš 
ərəš.vacah-, ərəš.uxδa-, ərəžəjī-  

#ṛš > #arš 
aršuxδa-, arš.vacah-, aršti- Ved. ṛṣṭi- 

-ah#> ə̄ -ah#> -ō 
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yə̄ < *i̭ah, və̄ < *ṷah < *ṷos, kə̄ < *kah 
<*kṷos, mazə̄ <*maȷ́hah < *meǵh2os 

yō < *i̭ah, vō < *ṷah < *ṷos, kō < *kah 
<*kṷos 

dm 
dəmāna- “house”, Y46.6 varədəmąn 

nm 
nmāna-  

Morphological  
Nominal morphology  
Old ablative 
 
 
drūjō 
 
haxmə̄ṇg 

Ablative in –at̰ for all flexions 
aŋhaot̰ (ahu-) 
garōit̰ (gairi-) 
drujat̰ 
cašmanat̰ 
barəsmən < *barəsman-t 

Dat.sg. thematic 
-āii.ā, cf. Ved. –āya 

 
-āi 

Pronominal morphology  
acc. sg. nå, vå 
g./dat. nə̄, və̄ 

acc./g./dat. nō, vō 

vīspa- 
n.pl. vīspåŋhō 
g.pl. vīspanąm 

 
vīspe, Ved. víśve 
vispaēšąm, Ved. víśveṣāṃ 

instr.pl. of a-/i- 
āiš, Lat. īs, OLat. eis < Hei̭-oi̭s 

 
aēibīš, Ved. ébhiḥ 

Verbal morphology  
1.p.sg. thematic 
-ā /(-āmi): pərəsā, yāsā, vaxšiiā, etc, but 
only Y44.7 auuāmī 
-ā/-āni: xšaiiā, tauuā, zbaiiā, but Y46.1 
aiienī, Y44.17 carānī, Y28.3 ufiiānī, 
Y46.17 sə̄ṇghānī 

 
only –āmi et –āni 
kərənauuāni, jasāni, bauuāni, apaiiāsani, 
etc. 
[some subjunctives in –a, influence of the 
OAv.: Yt13.1 framrauua, Vr3.1-4 āstaiia 

 Vanishing of the aorist 
 

Middle Avestan Y11.17-13,3, Y58.1-8, Y56.1 (¿) 

Old Avestan  Young Avestan 
Phonetic   
Final long vowels  Fricativization of voiced 

oclusives: 
Y12.4 yātūiš, auuaŋhūiš 
Y12.9 ɤənąnąm 

-ah#> ə̄,  
Y11.18 və̄ 
Y12.3 yə̄ 

 dm> nm 
Y13.1 nmānahe, but Y58.1  
daəmaidē 

-ai̭# in monosylables > ōi 
Y12.2 mōi, Y58.7 tōi 

yeŋ́he, but OAV. yehiiā, 
yex́iiācā,, YAv. yahe 
Y58.4 ašạŋ́hācā, cf. 
OAv. ašạx́iiācā, YAv. 

g.sg. ahē, OAV. ºahiiā, but 
Y12.4 kahiiācīt̰ 
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ašạheca 

   
Morphology   
  abl.sg. –aṯ : 

Y12.1 hazaŋhaδcā, 
vīuuāpat̰cā; Y58.2  t̰baēšaŋhat̰ 

1.sg.ind & subj. –ā 
ind. Y13.3 āstaiiā 
subj. Y12.3 xštā 

  

Presence of the Aorist: 
Y11.18 rāhī 
Y58.5 dātā 
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