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Albanian is perhaps the least well known of the major branches of
Indo-European, yet it has much to offer the Indo-Europeanist and the
general historical linguist. Despite its rather late attestation -- the
earliest evidence dates to 1462 -- there is much to be learned about
Albanian prehistory from a comparison of its dialects and from the
analysis of loan words it has acquired, especially from Greek, Latin, and
Slavic.  In addition, its interactions with neighboring languages in the
Balkans, especially Greek, Balkan Slavic, Aromanian, and Turkish, provide
important data on the nature of language contact.  In this course,
accordingly, the main outlines of the internal and external history of
Albanian are presented, with special attention to Albanian as member of
the Indo-European family and to Albanian as a member of the Balkan
Sprachbund.  As to the former, the major sound changes that characterize
Albanian as a distinct branch of the family and that differentiate
Albanian dialects are discussed, and the role of Albanian in the
reconstruction of negation and non-active voice in Indo-European is
presented.  As to the latter, the effects of contact with other
Indo-European languages of the Balkans and with Turkish are detailed, with
a consideration of what these developments mean for a general theory of
contact-induced language change.
