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Introduction

Greek dialect spoken in Crete and continental
Greece between the 15th and the 12th ¢c. BC

Decipherment of the writing: Michael Ventris
1952

M. Ventris & J. Chadwick: Documents in
Mycenaean Greek, 1953



Confirmation of the decipherment




Confirmation of the decipherment
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A failure at deciphering Lineal B
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The Aegean in the Bronze Age

ILLYRIA Black Sea

DQ Bospomns

a
MACEDONIA >
.:.:\';5:&-
Mot — -
& Hellespont Cj‘f
s (Caraaneiies) :‘
m& . il * < )
EPIRUS .ﬂ"‘-:} .
Lﬁ”mg AETON LYDIA ASIAMIND
lonlan . o ==
Sea 6@%’ a3 iz 5,
ﬁ
ey
Ol o
<1
I:I Gycladic culture
ca 2500 BC.—ca. 1900 B.C.
Minoan culture
ca 2000 B.C —ca. 1400 B.C.
15%595;:1 ml?ﬁc Bc - o

ca =Ga. C. 1]
{boundary repracents 1250 8.6 Mediterranean Sea S0 100 Kiseters

e Greece in the Bronze Age. Three distinctive civilizations—Cyeladic, Minoan, and Mycenaean—developed around the Aegean Seéq
in the third and second millennia B.C.E,



Extant documents in Mycenaean:
Knossos

 About 3000 tablets from the Knossos
Palace in Crete

*Three phases (Driessen 1990).

*Room of the chariots: 1425-1385
Room of the bases of the columns
*Final destruction of the palace: 1300-
1200



Extant documents in Mycenaean:
Pylos

* About 1200 tablets from the “Palace of
Nestor” in Pylos (today Epano Englianos)

*Tablets dating from the phase of
destruction of the palace (about 1200 BC)



Extant documents in Mycenaean:
Thebes

* About 400 inscriptions and fragments

*The most important recent finding: about
200 tablets published by Aravantinos,
Godart & Sacconi

*Tablets dating from 1350-1300 (the oldest
in continental Greece)



Extant documents in Mycenaean:
other centers

* Mycene
* Tyrins
* Khania

* [klaina (Messenia)



The Mycenaean palatial documents

 Besides its political and religious activities,
the Mycenaean, the Mycenaean palaces were
important ecomomic and administrative
centers

*The Mycenaean tablets are directly linked to
the control and organization of Mycenaean
economy (production, storage, taxation...)



The Mycenaean palatial documents

* Lineal B tablets were written on clay and
they were not baked but dried on the sun

* They must have been provisional records
intended to be valid for one “fiscal year”

» Maybe there were other kinds of documents
for longer term information storage (cf.
dip"theraloip"és ‘school master’, lit. ‘leather
annointer’ in Cyprus)



The Mycenaean palatial documents

* Lineal B tablets were intended to be read in
the same place where they had been written,
probably by the same person who had written
them (or a close coworker)

* They were intended for “private” use and
could be sketchy, just like a kind of reminder

» What really mattered to the “scribes” were
the quantities and the goods refered to



Shape of the documents

Preparation
of the tablet

Direction of writing

KN B 709




Shape of the documents

PY Oe 106



Main types of documents

Palm leave format KN Ga 676



in types of documents

Ma

KN B 709

Page format



Main types of documents

Fig. 20. PY Wr 1457 (da Blegen - Rawson 1966, I:2, Tav. 275.8-9)
PY Wr 1457
o *132  supra sigillum

P a-pu-do-si
Y vacat

Nodules (precints)



Main types of documents

Jar inscriptions



Referring to a tablet

Center (locality) Series

Tablet number
(inventory)



Location prefixes

KN = KNnossos

PY = Pylos

TH = Thebes
MY = Mycenae
Tl = Tiryns

KH = Khania



Series

A (Ag, Ai...): personnel lists
C (Ca, Ce...): cattle

D (Da, Dh...): sheep

E (Ea, Eb...): grain

F (Fh, Fp...): oil

J (Ja, dn...): metal

K: vases

L (La, Lc...): textiles

M (Ma, Mb...): contributions of different types

N, O (Na..., Oa...): textile materials and other
R (Ra): weapons

S (Sa, Sc...): chariots and armours

T (Ta, Tn...): furniture and other equipment

U (Ua, Ub...): miscellaneous

V (Va, Vc...): tablets without logograms

W (Wa, Wb...): nodules and labels



The Lineal B script



Writing system: general features

* Lineal "B” (vs. previous Lineal “A” for
Minoan in Crete)

 “Lineal” vs. other “pictographic® Aegean
scripts



Writing system: general features

* The Lineal B script combines various
types of signs:

» syllabic signs,
* logograms (ideograms),
* other signs (e.g. word dividers).



Syllabograms
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TDMEEE a TDvEERE € TnvERE 1 TovERE o TnEREu
VOCAL/CONSONANTE + VOCAL
a & i e i
T h e p- e oA ri Fa Ji
t- fa fe i tao fu
t t d- da de di do du
S ru C u re k- ke ke i fo 1]
q- ga ge qi go qu
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syllabary
1- ra re Fi ro ru
5- 5a 52 1] 7] su
z- za ze zo zu
DIpTonGos
ag (ai)
au
1- ra;
ASPIRADAS
a, (ha)
p- *56 = pas pu;
PALATALIZADAS
B- pfe (*< pje)
£ ta,
1- raz oy
LABIATIZADAS
t- *82= twa we *G4 = twi iwo
d- *86 = dwa dwe dwo
n- nwa *53 = nwe
No TRANSL. ] F]G F22 FI4/F35, %47, *40 %63, *79 =59




Syllabograms: basic and additional signs

va-we-a, / pa-we-a (/pharweha/ @dpFeha, cf. papoc
'mantle')

*a,-ki-a,-ri-ja / a-ki-a,ri-ja- (place name /aigihalia/
AiythoAia)

epte-re-wa / pe-te-re-wa (gen. /ptelewas/ nteAéFa¢ ‘made
of elm', cf. mreAéa)

ra-wa-ra-ta, / ra-wa-ra-ti-ja / ra-wa-ra-ta (?) (place name
/lauranthia/ AavpavOia)

0-two-we- / o-tu-wo-we (personal name /orttwowes/
‘0pOFWFNC)

«dwo-jo / du-wo-jo (personal name /dwoios/ AFotoc)
ou,-ke / pu-ke (personal name /phuskes/ ®0oknc uel
sim.)



Writing Greek with the Lineal B script

« lack of distinction between long and short vowels
Exceptionally: go-o /g¥ons/ Ac. Plu. of *g*ous
‘cow’

» the p- series is employed for syllabes with /p/ =, /b/ B,

and /p"/ .
But pu, = /phu/ and possibly pa, = /pa/

» the k- series is employed for syllabes with /k/ x, /g/ v,
and /kb/ x.



Writing Greek with the Lineal B script

e the d- series is employed only for syllabes with /d/ 9,
while the t- series is used both for /t/ t, and /th/ 0.

e in the labiovelar series (g-) the sign for /qu/ is lacking
(probably because the combination did not exist in
Mycenaean)

e the r- series is employed both for /r/ and /1/



Writing Greek with the Lineal B script

e in the w- series the sign for /wu/ is lacking

 in the j- series the sign *65 probably stands for /ju/
and sometimes for /zu/, while there is no /ji/

* the w- and the j- series are employed both for
phonematic /w/ and /y/ and for the phonetic glides
developed by /i/ and /u/ before a vowel, as in the place
name ri-jo /rion/ ‘Piov or ku-wa-no /kuano
‘lapislazuli’

Some exceptions: i-e-re-u/i-je-re-u 1epev¢ ‘priest’



Writing Greek with the Lineal B script

e the z- series (and probably *65 = /zu/) is employed for
palatal consonants. The sign for /zi/ is lacking

e geminates are not distinguished, e.g. ko-no-so
/knodssos/ Kvwoodg

e there are series for labialized consonants dw-, tw- and
nw-



Writing Greek with the Lineal B script

» there are two special signs for diphthongs: a, = /ai/ and au
Other possibilities for writing diphthongs:

DIPHTHONGS IN -U

e usually the sign for -u is employed: a-ro-u-ra /arourans/,
ga-si-re-u /g"asileus/ (cf. BaciAeig)

» between /r/ and vowel: personal name e-wi-ri-po /euripos/
EVpinog; place name ra-wa-ra-ti-ja/ra-u-ra-ti-ja /lauranthia/
Aavpavoid.

e For /eu/ also e-u-wa-ko-ro/e-wa-ko-ro /euagros/ EVaypog

» Sometimes /u/ is simply not written: go-qo-ta-o/qgo-u-qo-ta-
0 /g¥oug“otas/ ywouy“otag ‘cowboy’



Writing Greek with the Lineal B script

» there are two special signs for diphthongs: a, = /ai/ and au
Other possibilities for writing diphthongs:

DIPHTHONGS IN -I

« /i/ is usually omitted, as in wo-ko-de /woikonde/ Foikdvde
‘to home’ (always in Pylos and Thebes). At Knossos we find
alternations like PN a-pi-qo-i-ta/a-pi-qo-ta /amp"ik"oitas/
Au@ixVoltdag

» a, = /ai/ is employed in all the sites

» but ra, = /rai/ is only used at Pylos: di-pte-ra,/di-pte-ra
/diphthera/ d1pBépa

 when followed by a vowel, the j- series is employed: ke-ra-
ja-pi, but also ke-ra-i-ja-pi /keraiapi/ kepaidr Instr. PL



Writing Greek with the Lineal B script

CLUSTERS OF VARIOUS CONSONANTS:

« With the Lineal B syllabograms open syllables can be
written, but the Greek language also had other syllabic
structures such as -o1-, -vo-, -UTT- and so on.

Two strategies are possible:
a) Leaving out the first consonant of a cluster;

b) Employing two syllabograms, one of which would thus
have a “dummy” vowel (e.g. un unpronounced vowel)



Writing Greek with the Lineal B script

CLUSTERS WITH AN OCCLUSIVE IN THE FIRST POSITION:

+ In this case, the general norm is that the two consonants
are written, as in the following cases:

« Two stops: te-ko-to /tekton/ téktwv ‘carpenter’

 Stop + (resonant or nasal): a-ko-ro /agros/ aypdc
‘tield’; po-ti-ni-ja /potnia/ métvia ‘lady’

» Stop + sybilant: gi-si-pe-e /k¥sip"ehe/ xwoipehe du.
‘sword’

« Stop + w: o-da-ke-we-ta/o-da-ku-we-ta [odakwenta/
0dakFevta



Writing Greek with the Lineal B script

CLUSTERS WITH /s/, /m/, /n/, /r/ or /1/ IN FIRST
POSITION:

When followed by a stop, the general norm is that the first
consonant is not written: pe-ma /sperma/ onépua ‘seed’;
a-pi /amphi/ duei

« Some possible exceptions: i-su-ku-wo-do-to
/iskhwodotos/ Toyvddotoc

e When combined among them (except /s), both
consonants are usually written: a-mi-ni-so /amnisos/
Auviodg; do-so-mo /dosmos/ dooudc ‘delivery’; wi-ri-za
/wriza/ Fpila ‘root’

» Exception: clusters of /r/ + nasal or /w/: a-mo
/harmo/ apuo ‘charriot’; ko-wa /korwa/ kdpFa ‘girl’
(but there are exceptions to the exception)



Writing Greek with the Lineal B script

CLUSTERS OF THREE CONSONANTS:
Same rules as for clusters of two consonants applied in the
expected order, as in:

* a,-ka-sa-ma /aiksmans/ aikoudvg Ac.pl. ‘tip (of arrow)’
e te-qa-de /thég¥ansde/ @ny+avode ‘to Thebes’
e a-re-ku-tu-ru-wo /alektruon/ AAsktpvwv



Writing Greek with the Lineal B script

CONSONANTS IN FINAL POSITION OF THE WORD

The general rule is that one consonant at the end of the
word is not written: a-ko-ro /agros/ a&ypdg ‘field’, ki-to
/khiton/ yitwv ‘tunic’.

We cannot be sure whether final stops were preserved in
Mycenaean:

« Nom. me-ri /meli(t)/ uéAi(t) ‘honey’ vs. Gen. me-ri-to
/mélitos/ uéitog

o -wi-de /wide(t)/ Fide(t) ‘he saw’



Writing Greek with the Lineal B script
CONSONANTS IN FINAL POSITION OF THE WORD
When there are two consonants:
a) Clusters of stop + /s/: wa-na-ka /wanaks/ Fava€ ‘king’

b) Other clusters: si-a,-ro /sihalons/ sthdAov¢ Ac. plu.
‘fattened pig’



Writing Greek with the Lineal B script

RULES FOR THE “DUMMY VOWEL”:

a) Generally, the dummy vowel is like the following one: ka-
na-ko /knakos/ wkvako¢ (a plant); ti-ri-po-de /tripode/
tpimode; ku-ru-so /khriisos/ xptodc ‘gold’

Some exceptions: wa-na-ke-te/wa-na-ka-te /wanaktei/
Favaktel Dat. ‘lord’

b) In final position, the dummy vowel is like the preceding
one: wa-na-ka /wanaks/ Favaé

c) For clusters with /w/ in second position there are three
posibilities: ke-se-ni-wi-jo, ke-se-nu-wi-ja, ke-se-ne-wi-ja



Writing Greek with the Lineal B script

A GENERAL RULE FOR MYCENAEAN SPELLING?

a) Syllable structure: consonants in the onset are written,
while consonants in the coda are not.
Exceptions: onsets at the end of the word, do-so-mo
/dosmos/ dooudg, re-u-ko-to-ro /leuktron/ Aebktpov ...

b) Sonority hierarchy:
stops < fricatives < nasals < liquids < glides < vowels
Consonants placed in the expected order are written,
others are not.
Exceptions: ko-wa /korwa/ kdpF&
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Logograms (lI)
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Phonetics



The evolution of PIE voiced aspirates

PIE voiced aspirates evolved into voiceless aspirates in
Greek, and this must be the case already in Mycenean:

+ We have two series of signs for the dental: d- and t-
 The t-signs (and not d-) are employed for the words
where we expect an IE voiced aspirate and Greek has a
voiceless aspirate:
e tu-ka-te /thugatér/ Ouyatrp ‘daughter’ (and not **du-
ga-te)
» te-ke /theke/ Ofjke 3sg. Aor. of TiOnu1 ‘put’
 If this was the case with the dentals, we infer that the
same evolution had occurred with velars and labials:
» pa-si /bPasi/ @aoct 3 sg. pres. of enui ‘say’
e ku-ru-so /kbriisos/ xpdod¢ ‘gold’



The evolution of PIE labiovelars ()

The evolution of PIE labiovelars in Greek:

1. In contact with /u/ they merged with plain velars:
 *g¥ouk"olos > foukoAo¢ ‘cow herd’

2. “Palatalization” (merge with dentals) [except in Aeolic]:
e *penkve > mévte (Aeol. méume)
o *kvis>TiC

3. Merge with labials of the remaining labiovelars:
o *k“oteros > mOTEPOC

The differences between dialects in 2. and 3. showed that
these evolutions could not be very early.



The evolution of PIE labiovelars (lIl)

A special series of g-signs in Mycenaean. They are
systematically employed for the outcomes of PIE
labiovelars:

» ge-to-ro-po-pi /kWetropopp"i/ ‘with 4 legs’

Some ‘unknown’ labiovelars:
e ga-si-re-u [kvasileus/ (cf. faciAetc)

Labiovelars are preserved even in clusters with other
consonants:
» gi-si-pe-e /k"sipPehe/ x¥oipehe du. ‘sword’ (cf. Eipoc)
e gi-ri-ja-to /k¥riato/ 3 sg. aor. ‘buy’ (cf. Hom. npiato)
o e-qgi-ti-wo-e [ekMthiwohes/ £€x"OiFohec , cf. @biw
‘wane’



The evolution of PIE labiovelars (ll)

However, labiovelars had merged with velars in contact
with /u/ before the earliest attestations of Mycenaean:
- ku-na-ja /gunaia/ yovaia (cf. *g°na > yovn} ‘woman’)
- a-pi-go-ro /amphikwolos/ ‘servant’ (cf. Hom.
auinoAoc); go-u-ko-ro /k¥oukolos/ ‘cow herd’ (cf.
Bouk6Aog)

Some exceptions (due to analogy?):
- go-u-go-ta /k¥oug“otas/ ‘cow herd’ (cf. fovfdtng);
su-go-ta /sug“otas/ ‘pig herd’(cf. supdtnc). Cf. fdokw
‘feed’
- e-u-ru-go-ta /eurug™ontas/ Ebpuxwévtac (cf. -
PovtNng, Osivw ‘slay’)



The evolution of PIE labiovelars (1V)

PIE labiovelars had also merged with velars before yod:

e Personal name zo-wo /zowos/ Z®dFo¢ < *g"yo- , cf. Lat.
uiuus



The evolution of PIE labiovelars (V)
The g-series is also employed for the sequence /kkw/:
e i-go /ikk¥os/ ‘horse’, cf. Tnrog, Skt. asva, Lat. equus
But not for later /kw/ groups:

o te-tu-ko-wo-a /thethukPwoha/ OeOuvyFdha (perf. Part. of
Tevxw ‘produce’)



The evolution of PIE labiovelars (VI)

Had the evolution of labiovelars started in Mycenaean?

Some dissimilations:
* pe-re-qo-no [pelek™onos/ (cf. thAAe ‘far’ and @dévoc
‘death’)

» pe-re-qo-ta-o /pelek™ontas/, but also written ge-re-go-ta

This also applies to:
» i-po-po-qo-i /ippopPorg*oihi/ ikkogopy*othi (but i-go)
e i-pe-ra-ta [ippélatas/ (no dissimilation here)



Grassmann’s law in Myceanaean? (l)

Had Grassmann’s operated by Myceanaean times or was it a
later evolution?

No certain answer due to the ambiguities of the Linear B
script, but some hints based on the signs a, and pu,;

* No clear evidence from a,, but we have the place names
a-pa-a,-de /hapraihade/ (cf. god name Agaia) and a,-ka-
a,-ki-ri-ja-jo showing sequences of /ha/_/ha/.

« As for pu, we have Jpu,te-me-no: pe-]pu,-te-me-no
/pep"utémenon/ (part. of gutedw ‘plant’ for Chadwick),
but /ptuthmendn/ (Gen. ‘vines’ for Ruijgh).

+ Maybe personal names pu,ti-ja /pPuttias/ and pu,-to
/pPuthos/, but other interpretations are possible.

* su-ko-pu,-te-e in the last published tablet: cOxoputnhet
(AGS), ookomvOehet (cf. muvOavouat) (Lujan in press).



Grassmann’s law in Myceanaean? (ll)

Indirect evidence:

» Grassmann’s law in Greek applies also to /h/ from /s/ as
shown by *hekho > €xw

« However, initial and medial /h/ were preserved in
Mycenaean and they do not seem to have resulted in
dissimilations:

e te-o- [thehos/ ‘god’, but 0edc (not **tedc) in later
Greek, cf. Oéopartoc ‘spoken by god’

« Initial aspiration seems to be preserved in compounds
like po-ro-e-ke  /prohekPes/ and pu-ko-so e-ke-e
/puksohekrehei/, while elision of -o of the first element
would be expected before vowel if there was no h- in the
second element.



Grassmann’s law in Myceanaean? (llI)

« The word AafuvpivBoc appears in Mycenaean as Gen. da-
pu,-ri-to-jo /dapPurinthojo/, with

« The compound a-ni-o-ko ‘reinholder, charioteer’
/antihok"os/ (and not *a-ni-jo-ko, as would be expected if
there was no aspiration)



Preservation of the cluster /dl/

/dl/ > /¢l/ in Greek, as in *dluk- > yAvkoc ‘sweet’ (cf. Lat.
dulcis)

But the cluster /dl/ was still preserved in Mycenaean:
e de-re-u-ko /dleukos/, cf. yAsOkoc ‘sweet new wine’

o da-ra-ko /dlakhon/, cf. yAqxwv, PAnxwv ‘pennyroyal
(mintha)’



Sibilants in Mycenaean ()

There are two series of sibilants in the Lineal B script:
¢ Ss-series
¢ Zz-series

The s-series is employed for etymological /s/ (both from PIE
and the substrate) when it has not become an aspirate, as
in:

e su-go-ta /sug“otas/ ‘swineherd’,
e sa-sa-ma [sasama/ ‘sesame’ (cf. ojcauov).



Sibilants in Mycenaean (ll)

1. /s/ > /h/ in initial position before a vowel:

e e-mi-jo-no-i /hémionoihi/ ‘mules’ (cf. nui- *half’)

e e-ge-ta /hekwetas/ ‘count, earl’ (cf. enétng ‘follower,
attendant’)

* a,te-ro /hateros/ (cf. Etepog ‘another’).



Sibilants in Mycenaean (lll)

2. /s/ > /h/ in medial position between vowels as proved by
instances such as:

* we-a,-no /wehanos/ (cf. Hom. eéavog ‘fine robe’)
If so, then:
» Dat. we-te-i /wetehi/ (cf. €to¢ ‘year’)

» Gen. pa-we-o /pParwehos/ (cf. Hom. ¢dpoc ‘a large
piece of cloth’



Sibilants in Mycenaean (1V)

However, middle /s/ has been  analogically
restored/preserved in certain cases:

 Dat. plu. ka-ke-u-si /kPalkeusi/ ‘coppersmith’ (cf.
XOAKEVC)

e Dat. plu. ti-ri-si /trisi/ ‘three’ (cf. Tp€ic)

* Aor. e-re-u-te-ro-se [eleutPerdse/ (cf. éAcvbepdw ‘free’)

e Fut. -do-so-si /dosonsi/ (cf. d1dwut ‘give’)

But not restored in:
e Dat. plu. -0-i /oihi/, cf. -o101
e Dat. plu. -a-i /ahi/, cf. -Go1
» Pronoun pe-i /sp"ehi(n)/, cf. Arc. opéorv



Sibilants in Mycenaean (V)

The s- series was employed for:

1.0ld /s/ preserved in Mycenaean.
2. Restored or preserved /s/
3. Outcome of /ti/,/thi/ and /ty/, /thy/:

e a-pu-do-si /apudosis/ ‘delivery’, with *-ti- > -si-

e pa-si /phasi/ 3 sg. ‘say’

e di-do-si /didonsi/ 3 pl. ‘give’

e e-ni-a-u-si-jo /eniausios/ personal name in *-yo-, cf.
€ViauTdg ‘same year’ (but some exceptions: me-ri-ti-jo
/melitios/ from ueAi(t) ‘honey’)

4, Other clusters: /ss/ Dat. pl. ze-u-ke-si /zeuge(s)si/ ‘yoke’;
/ts/ Aor. da-sa-to /da(s)sato/, cf. datéouon ‘distribute’;
maybe /ky/ if wa-na-so-i is /wana(s)soihi/ (from *Favaé)



Sibilants in Mycenaean (Vl)

The z- series was employed for:

e Initial yod: Dat. pl. ze-u-ke-si /zeuge(s)si/ ‘yoke” (vs. o-
/hos/, with loss of *y-)

« Velar + yod (*ky, *gy): me-zo-e /mezohes/ ‘bigger’ <
*megyoses (comparat. of uéyag); ka-zo-e /kazohes/ ‘worse’
< *kakyoses (comparat. of kakdq)

 Voiced dental + yod (*dy): to-pe-za /[torpeza/ ‘table’ <
*(kw)twr-pedya ‘of 4 legs’

e Cluster /sk/: a-ze-ti-ri-ja/a-ke-ti-ri-ja /asketriai/ (cf. dokéw
‘work, form by art’



Wau in Mycenaean

a) En inicial antevocalica: wa-na-ka Fdvraé ‘soberano’, we-a,-no-i
Fehavotht ‘vestidos® (dat. plu.), -wi-de F(8e(T) “vio’, wo-ka Fopyd ‘tarea’.
Naturalmente, no tenemos casos de wu (cf. IT § 2.2.3.).

b) En interior intervocalica e-ra-wo €\aifor ‘aceite’, ka-ra-wi-po-ro
KATf Lbopos ‘clavera’.

¢) En grupos: ma-ra-tu-wo wapabf o “hinojo’, te-mi-dwe-ta Tepulof evta
‘provistos de zapatas’, ke-se-ni-wi-jo[ / ke-se-nu-wi-ja Eévflov /| EévfFia
(para las variantes graficas cf. II § 2.3.15.) derivado en -yos sobre E€vFos de

significado discutido, ko-wa képfa ‘hija’. di-wi-jo / di-u-jo Aif1os “de Zeus’ .



Nominal morphology



Thematic declension (l)

Sg. Plu. Dual
Nom. -0 (-03) -0 (-oL)
Voe. -0 (-w)
Acc -0 (-o1) -0 (-ovs)
Nom.-Voc.-Acc.
Neuter -0 (-ov) -a (-a) -0 (-w)
Gen. -0-]0 (-oL0) -0 (-w1’)
-0 (~05/-w7)
Dat. -0 (-wL) -0 (-0L3)
-0-1 (~otht. -o157?)
Instr. -0-pi (-o-dL)
Loc. -e (-e1) / -e-1 (-€L)

-0 (-ou/-wL7)




Thematic declension (ll)

e gen. sg. ku-ru-so-jo xpvoolo, dat. sg. ku-ru-so xpvo®L ‘oro’

» gen. sg. fe-o-jo Behoto (cf. Beds), dat. sg. re-o Oehwi, dat. plu. fe-o-i
Behotht/Behots “‘dios’

e nom. sg. ko-wo kopfos (cf. at. k6pos, jon. kovpos), dat. sg. ko-wo
kOpf wt, nom. plu. ko-wo kopf o, nom. du. ko-wo képf » ‘hijo, nifio’

e nom. Sg. ka-ko Xalkos, ac. sg. ka-ko xalkov, dat. sg. ka-ko yalkGt
‘bronce’.



Thematic declension (1)

Genitives in -o

KN Fp(l) 1+31

1 de-u-ki-jo-jo  ‘me-no’
2 di-ka-ta-jo / di-we  oLE s 1
.3 da-da-re-jo-de  oOLE s 2
4 pa-de orE s 1

5 pa-si-te-o-1 oOLE 1

6 qe-ra-si-j]a  OLE s

7 a-mi-ni-so . / pa-si-te-o-1 s 1
8 e-r1-nu OLE V 3

9 *47-da-de orE v 1

10 a-ne-mo . / i-je-re-ja v 4
A1 vacat

12 to-so oL 3 s2 v2

KN Fp(1) 13
.1 ra-pa-to ‘me-no’ , ¥*47-ku-to-de orLE v 1 pi-pi-tu-na v 1
.2 au-ri-mo-de oLE v 4 pa-si-te-0-1 s 1 qe-ra-si-ja s 1

.3 a-ne-mo-i-je-re-ja oLE 1 u-ta-no . ‘a-ne-mo-i-je-re-ja’ s 1v 3



Thematic declension (V)

Loc. Sg.:

e e-pi-ko-e (cf. Nom. or Dat. e-pi-ko-0)
e di-da-ka-re (cf. diddoakalog ‘teacher’)

Cf. ofke1 (oikoc)



Nouns in -a (I)

Sg. Plu. Dual
Nom. fem. -a (-a, -a) -a (-at) -0 (-w)
Nom. masc. -a (-as) -a-e (-ahe)
Voc.
Acc. -a (-av, -av) -a (-avrs) -0 (-w)
Gen. fem. -a (-as) -a-0 (-athw’)
Gen. masc. -a-0 (-ao) -0-1 (-ots (),
Dat. -a (-dL) -a (-aLs) oLV (7))

-a-1 (-athe, -ais?)

Instr.

-a-p1 (-adt)




Nouns in -a (ll)

Femenines in -a:

» nom. sg. ko-fo-na ktolvd ‘parcela de tierra’, ac. sg. ko-fo-na kTolrdy,
gen. sg. ko-to-na ktolds, dat. sg. ko-to-na ktolrdl, nom. plu. ko-to-na ktolral,
ac. plu. ko-to-na ktolrars, gen. plu. ko-to-na-o ktolrdhwr, nom.-ac. du.
ko-to-no kTol1w

e nom. sg. do-e-ra 6ohé\d ‘esclava’ (cf. 6ovAn), nom. plu. do-e-ra dohe\ai

« nom. plu. a-ra-ka-te-ja t\axdTetar ‘hilanderas’ (cf. Hakdtn ‘huso’),

gen. plu. a-ra-ka-te-ja-o d\axaTeLdhwy



Nouns in -a (lll)

Femenines in -ya:

* nom. sg. i-je-re-ja Lépela ‘sacerdotisa’, gen. sg. i-je-re-ja Lepelds, dat.
sg. i-je-re-ja LepeLl

* gen. sg. po-ti-ni-ja ToTIAS ‘sefiora’, dat. sg. po-ti-ni-ja TOTVLAL

e nom. sg. to-pe-za Topmela ‘mesa’ (cf. Tpdamela), nom. du. fo-pe-zo

Topmel w.



Nouns in -a (IV)

Masculines

Hay abundantes nombres de agente en -7ds (at. -Tns), p. €].: nom. sg. fe-
re-ta Te\eoTds (n. de un funcionario, cf. TENOS), gen. sg. te-re-ta-o TENeGTAO,
nom. plu. fe-re-ta Te\eoTal; nom. sg. e-re-ta €pETAS ‘remero’, nom. plu. e-re-
ta épéTat, gen. plu. e-re-ta-o épeTdhwr; gen. sg. su-go-ta-o oUYWHTIO O
ovywoTdo ‘porquero’ (cf. ouBwTns, ocuBoTNnS), dat. sg. su-go-ta ocvYWWOTAL;

nom. du. ru-ra-ta-e \vpaoTahe ‘tailedor de lira’ (cf. AvpLoms).



Athematic declension (l)

Sg. Plu. Dual

Nom. -0 (-VC, -3) -e (-€3)
Voc. -e (-€)
Ac. -0 (=) -0 (-19)

-a (-a) -a (-as)
Nom.-Voc.- -0 (-09) -a (-a)
Ac. Neutr.
Gen. -0 (-09%) -0 (-w1’)
Dat. -e, -e-1 (-€L) -s1 (-o1)

-1 (=)
Instr. -e (-n) (7) -p1 (-d)




Athematic declension (l)
Stems ending in occlusive:

* KOpUS ‘casco’:
— Nom. sg. ko-ru Kopus
— Gen. sg. ko-ru-to kopvbos

— Instr. plu. ko-ru-pi- képumdt,

« Antr. nom. sg. a;-ti-jo-qgo AilBlokWs o AibBlwxkWs (cf. AlBlol), dat. sg.

as-ti-jo-ge AlBLO/WKVEL.

 dppo ‘rueda’ (cf. appa ‘carro’)
— Nom. sg. a-mo dpl.o
— Nom. plu. a-mo-ta dppota
— Dat. plu. a-mo-si dppo(o)ot

— Nom. du. a-mo-te dppoTte



Athematic declension (lll)

Nasal stems:

el numeral *€p- “uno’: dat. sg. e-me €€l
* ¥*gelpel- ‘sirena’, que aparece en el compuesto se-re-mo-ka-ra-a-pi

oeLpeLo-kpdhatdt ‘con cabezas de sirena’.

— Nom. sg. ki-fto XL T,
— Nom. plu. ki-fo-ne x170res

— Instr. plu. ki-to-pi i TGpbL,

 TTOLWT)? ‘pastor’:
— Nom. sg. po-me oLV .
— Gen. sg. po-me-no TOLLEVOS.
— Dat. sg. po-me-ni ToLUEVL /| po-me-ne TOLLEVEL.

— Nom. du. po-me-ne TOLEVE.



Athematic declension (1V)

Stems in r-:

* QuyaTnp ‘hija’:
— Nom. sg. tu-ka-te- Guydmnp.
— Dat. sg. tu-ka-te-re QuyaT(e)peL.

— Dat. plu. fu-ka-ta-si Buyatdpol

— Nom. sg. ra-pte pamTnp.
— Dat. sg. ra-pte-re pamTTpEL.
— Nom. plu. ra-pte-re pamtipes (en algun caso puede tratarse de un

nom. du. pamThpe).

— Dat. plu. [ra-?]-pte-si pamThpoL.



Athematic declension (V)

Stems in s-:

—Nom. sg. pa-wo bdpf os.

—Gen. sg. pa-we-o bdpf €hos.

—Nom. plu. pa-we-a / pa-we-a, ddpf eha.
—Dat. plu. pa-we-si ddpfe(o)ot.

—Instr. plu. pa-we-pi dbdpfeodt.

* Sg. nom.-ac. di-pa ounag “tinajilla” (c¢f. hom. démag “copa”); Pl. nom.
di-pa: Pl. du. di-pa-e dimahe.

* Sg. nom.-ac. ka-ma kapog “tierra de labor” (cf. kauvw “trabajar”); Du.
nom.-ac. ka-ma-e (s1 10 €s Un error por ka-ma<-0>).

* Sg. nom.-ac. ke-ra yepag “don de honor, recompensa”.



Athematic declension (VI)

Stems in eu-:

* YaAKeVS ‘broncista’:
— Nom. sg. ka-ke-u xa\kevs
— Dat. sg. ka-ke-we ya knf el / ka-ke-wi (dud.) xaAknFt
— Nom. plu. ka-ke-we yalkifes
— Dat. plu. ka-ke-u-si xa\kevol
» KIradels ‘batanero’:
— Nom. sg. ka-na-pe-u kradbevs
— Gen. sg. ka-na-pe-wo kradnf os
— Dat. sg. ka-na-pe-we kradnf el
— Nom. plu. ka-na-pe-we kvadnf es

— Dat. plu. ka-na-pe-u-si kradevol



Verbal morphology



The Mycenaean verb (l)

Active voice

Middle-passive voice

PRESENT

INDICATIVE Thematic Thematic

PRESENT e-ke €vel e-u-ke-to elyeTol
e-ko-si exoraL e-ke-jo-ro €ykelovTol?
Athematic Athematic
pa-si baot di-do-to SlooToL
e-e-si €heval -u-ru-to FpluTol
e-fo eoTor (7)

IMPERATIVE e-e-to ehevTw(ir)

PARTICIPLE Thematic Thematic

e-ko eywv, e-ko-te eyorTes

Athematic

e-o ehuw. e-o-te Ehdvres

re-go-me-no helc" operol

Athematic

ki-ti-me-na KTLLEVT




The Mycenaean verb (l)

INFINITIVE Thematic

e-ke-e eyehev

Athematic

a-ri-e aiher (7)

INDICATIVE
IMPERFECT -a-pe dmfis (7)




The Mycenaean verb (lll)

Athematic presents: active voice

* 32 5g.: a-pe-i-si dmerol ‘va’ (cf. L), te-re-ja quizas Teeld 0 Teleldl
(de *teleidyt, pero la forma es muy discutida y se han propuesto muy
diversas interpretaciones):;

* 3.2 plu.: di-do-si 6idorol *dan’ (cf. 6(dwyL). e-e-si €heval [ e-ne-e-si
évéhevol [/ la-pe-e-si[ dméherol (todas ellas formas del verbo ‘ser’,
va se trate del verbo simple o con preverbio, cf. elpt), -i-je-si levol
‘envian’ (cf. (nuu). ki-ti-je-si kTievar (de *kTelpl ‘poner en cultivo’,
cf. kTidw):

* 3.2 du.: e-to eaTov (7).

* nom. sg. masc. e-o €hdiv (cf. el ‘ser’ y part. jon. €uv), nom. plu.
masc. e-o-te €hértes. dud. nom. plu. neutr. o-tfa- 6vTa: nom. sg. masc.
a-pe-o amehuwr (cf. amerp ‘estar ausente’), nom. plu. masc. a-pe-o-te
amehévTes, nom. plu. fem. a-pe-a-sa ameha(o)oar (de *ap-es-nt-yai):
le-ne-o évehuiv (?)

* nom. plu. masc. i-jo-te idrtes (cf. el “ir”). al que se puede adadir
antr. nom. sg. a-pi-jo "Apdlwr, gen. a-pi-jo-to | a-pi-o-to A pdlovTos.

* da-nu-wo Saurvwr (?) ‘repartidor’ (part. de calropt utilizado como
nombre de funcion).



The Mycenaean verb (1V)

Athematic presents: middle voice

* 3. sg.. -di-do-to 6idoTol ‘se da’ (cf. dlowpt). -i-fe-to leTol “se envia’
(cf. tnut)

* 3.2 plu.: -u-ru-to Fptvtol ‘protegen’ (de *f pUpar. cf. hom. puobar v las
formas tematicas pvopat. éplopal).

* nom. sg. fem. ki-ti-me-na xtipéva ‘cultivada’ (ctf. ki-ti-je-si).



The Mycenaean verb (V)

FUTURE

INDICATIVE do-se Suoel
-do-50-51 GUcaralL e-so-to €(o)oorTol
PARTICIPLE de-me-o-te Sepehovtes ze-so-me-no (e(0)oopérwl




The Mycenaean verb (VI)

Future tense

* 32sg. act. do-se owoel “dard’, a-ke-re-se ayprjoeL ‘cogera (?)’ (cf. eol.
dypéw; aunque es menos probable, también se ha interpretado como
aor. d'ypnoe).

* 32 plu. act. -do-so-si bwoorol ‘daran’, -a-se-so-si donoorol ‘cebaran’
(cf. dodw ‘quedar saciado’ y dw ‘saciar’).

* 32 plu. med. e-so-fo €(o)oorTol ‘seran’.

e act.: nom. plu. masc. da-ma-o-te[ dapdhovtes (cf. dapimput. dapalw),
nom. plu. masc. de-me-o-te deiehortes (cf. 0€Lw “construir’);
» med.-pas.: dat. sg. masc. ze-so-me-no (e(o)oouévwt (ct. (€w ‘hervir’),

nom. plu. neutr. e-we-pe-so-me-na.



The Mycenaean verb (VI

AORIST

INDICATIVE Sigmatic Sigmatic

e-ira-se E\ace de-ka-sa-to GéEato

Root, thematic Root, thematic

-wi-de Filbe -pa-ro-ke-ne[-to TapoyEveTo

-0-po-ro odrov

Root, athematic Root. athematic

do-ke &ike gi-ri-ja-to K"plato
PARTICIPLE axii-sa aploars (7)

a-ke-rax-te dyyelavtes (7)




The Mycenaean verb (VII)

Sigmatic aorists:

* 32 gg. act.: e-ra-se € aoce (cf. Ehavrw ‘conducir’, ‘llevar’), e-re-u-te-
ro-se e\evBépwoe (cf. elevbepow ‘liberar’), |we-ke-se [ €Ce (cf. chipr. y
panf. [éxw “llevar’, aor. 3.2 pers. sg. €fefe), su-ra-se (interpretacion

dudosa, quiza oUAdoe, cf. oUNdw ‘despojar’).

* 32 sg. med. de-ka-sa-to oéEato (cf. déxopal ‘recibir’), -da-sa-to

od(o)oaTo (6dooaTo es el aor. hom. de daTéopat “distribuir’).



The Mycenaean verb (V)

Root aorists:

* 32 sg. act.: -wi-de [ (de ‘vio’ (cf. at. €16¢€), ra-ke (quiza \dye ‘recibid
en suerte’, ‘le tocd’, aor. de Aayydrw, aunque la interpretacion es
dudosa), a-pi-e-ge dpdithéokWe “atendid, cuidd’ (cf. hom. dudiémnw).

* 32 plu. act. -0-po-ro 6dblor ‘quedaron a deber’ (cf. wdlov, aor. de

obAlokdw; en micénico odbAor es sin duda aoristo de obéNAw / ObelAw,

* 32sg. med. -pa-ro-ke-ne[-to TapoyereTo “se presentd’ (cf. TapeyéreTo

de Tapaylyvopat).

Athematic: gi-ri-ja-to /kwriato/ (cf. mpiauat ‘buy’), de-ko-to /dekto/ (?) (cf. d€xouan)



The Mycenaean verb (IX)

K-aorists:

* te-ke 6Mke, po-ro-te-ke pobnke,

* |do-ke otike / a-pe-do-ke amédwke /| a-pu-do-ke dTUOWKE,

* a-pe-e-ke améhnke (aunque para esta forma también son posibles otras
interpretaciones) / a-pi-e-ke (ajLdrhike ‘consagrd’, si no es un presente

apdrhexel).



The Mycenaean verb (X)

PERFECT

INDICATIVE

e-pi-de-da-to €micaaTol

PARTICIPLE

te-tu-ko-wo-a fefuy Foha

a-ra-ru-ja apapula

de-do-me-na Gebopera




The Mycenaean verb (XI)

Perfect tense:

e-pi-de-da-to /epidedastoi/,
cf. datéouon ‘distribute’

» act.. nom. plu. neutr. fe-tu-ko-wo-a / te-tu-ko-wo-a, 8e8vxfoha (cf.

TeUxw ‘elaborar’); nom. plu. neutr. a-ra-ru-wo-a dpapf oha, nom. sg.
fem. a-ra-ru-ja dpapuia / a-ra-ru-wo-ja dpdpf éhia, nom. plu. fem. a-ra-
ru-ja apapulal ‘ensambladas’ (cf. dpaplokw); nom. sg. o plu. fem. ]de-
di-ku-ja (interpretacion dudosa, quiza deotkula(l) de ekl “mostrar’,
aunque el part. perf. de este verbo tiene grado pleno de la raiz en el pri-
mer milenio: 6€delkw)S), nom. plu. masc. ke-ke-tu-wo-e (interpretacion
dudosa, quiza kexknbf ohes, cf. knbel” RBonbetr Hsch., o kekerTf dhes,
cf. kevTéw “picar’, ‘pinchar’, o kekeTF 0hes, de una raiz *ket-, cf. a.esl.
siicetati se “unirse’; la propia lectura no esta exenta de dudas); nom. plu.
masc. e-re-dwo-e (sin mterpretacion satisfactoria). A ellos hay que afia-
dir Ia forma del noédulo tebano TH Wu 75 e-gi-ti-wo-e €x“0LF dhes (cf.
hom. ebOuiTar, pert. de d6lw / POlrw ‘consumirse’, ‘deteriorarse’).

med.-pas.: nom. sg. masc. ke-ka-u-me-no kekavpéros ‘quemado’ (cf.
Kalw /kdw), nom. plu. neutr. de-de-me-na dede|iéva “guarnecidas’ (cf. 6éw
‘atar’), nom. plu. neutr. de-do-me-na dedopéra “entregados’ (¢f. dlowL),
nom. plu. neutr. e-ra-pe-me-na €ppaduéva ‘zurcidos’ (cf. pdmTw), nom.
sg. fem. me-ta-ke-ku-me-na j1e Tayexvérd prob. ‘desguazada’ (para vol-

ver a usarse) (cf. peTayéw ‘trasegar’), nom. sg. fem. ke-ke-me-na, gen.



The Mycenaean verb (XII)

Imperatives (7):

PY An 607.3 do-ge-ja do-e-ra e-ge-ta-i e-e-to
AopkWeldl (?) oohehalr ekWéTdht €hévTwr
‘Para Dorqueva (?) esclavas para los “condes™ haya’

KN X 766.1 zo-wa a-ze-to e|

‘Elaborense las zo-wa |’



Tablets



PY Ta 711

Yo7

PY Ta 711
.1 o-wi-de . pu,-ke-qi-11, o-te ., wa-na-ka . te-ke . au-ke-wa , da-mo-ko-ro
.2 qge-ra-na , wa-na-se-wi-ja ., qo-u-ka-ra , ko-ki-re-ja *204%s 1 ge-ra-na . a-mo-te-wi-
ja . ko-ro-no-we-sa

.3 ge-ra-na , wa-na-se-wi-ja , ku-na-ja . qo-u-ka-ra 1 . to-qi-de-we-sa *204%s ]



PY Sh series
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Sh 738 ARM 1 me-zo-a, O 22 me-u-jo-a, O 12 KO O 4 PA 2
Sh 739 ARM 1 me-zo-a, 0 22 me-u-jo-a, O 12 KO O 4 PA 2

739 v.a [ to-mi-re-[ wa-[  Jere[ Je-ko-si I

b [ o-to-pe-da-ko-we-de-[ . ]-ke[ |
Sh 740 F.a ko-ru-to O 4 PA 2
f pa-ra-jo , ARM ZE 5 wi-so-wo-pa-na, ,o-pa-wo-ta , me-zo-a, 0 20 me-u-jo-a, O 10

Sh 741 ARM 1 me-zo-a, , O 20 me-u-jo-a, 0 10 ko-ru-to 0 4 P4 2
Sh 742 ARM 1 me-zo-a, 0 20 me-u-jo-a, 0 10 ko-ru-to O 4 PA 2
sh 743 ARM 1 me-zo-a, , O 20 me-u-jo-a, 0 10 ko-ru-to 0 4 P4 2

Sh 744 ARM 1 me-zo-ay, O 20 me-u-jo-ay, O 10 ko-ru-to , O 4 P4 2



PY Ub series

Ub 1315

1 ]-wo-ja a-ni-ja , te-u-ke-p1, 5 di-pte-ra; e-ru-ta-ra 1 6]

2 ro-u-si-je-wi-ja 6 ra-pte-ri-ja a-ni-ja 3

3a 2
ne-wa_, a-ni-ja . a-na-pu-ke , 5 dwo 2 a-pu-ke 9 a-ni-ja-e-e-ro-pa-jo-qe-ro-sa

Aa 1
a-pe-ne-wo 4 a-pu-ke , a-pe-ne-wo ne-wa po-qe-wi-ja ZE 11
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Fig. 1. PY Ub 1315 (da Blegen & Lang 1957, Tav. 48).




The Sd-series from Knossos
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Fig. 9. KN Sd 4401
(da CoMIK II)

KN Sd 4401:
.a la-ra-ru-ja , a-ni-ja-pi , wi-ri-ni-jo , o-po-qo , ke-ra-ja-pi , o-pi-i-ja-pi CUR[
b i-qi-jo , / a-ja-me-no , e-re-pa-te , a-ra-ro-mo-te-me-no po-ni-ki[-jo



KN C 911

KN C(4) 911

1 ma-mi-di-zo / pi-ri-to-jo ovist 40[

[ - Jro . da-nu-wo ovist 100[

po-ri-wo , / su-ki-ri-ta-jo , wo-we-u capm 180

2
3
4 ja-ru , /pa-ta-ti-jo, do-e-ro , carf 230
5

a-du-po-to , / qi-ko-we-e , do-e-ro , capf90

qa-di-ja , / po-ku-te-ro , da-mo , ‘do-e-ro” capf 70

da-[ - - Jpo-ku-ta caprf 130

ra-wa-ni , / po-ku-ta | ra-ri-di-jo ovist 190

o-mi-ri-so , /ta-so , do-e-ro ovis™ 50

[ - ]-so/a-pi-me-de-o , po-ku-ta ‘ra-ri-di-jo’ ovis™ 140
ku-jo-[ / ]Jta-so, // do-e-ro ovisf 100

a-*56-da-ro / ka-ta-mi-jo , do-e-ro  ovis®[

a-ra-ko , / ra-r1-di-jo , do-¢-ro ovis™ 120

vacant



TH Uq 434

TH Uq 434

pa-ro , te-qa-jo-1, ,qa-si-re-u-pi

pa-ro , ge-re-ro e-fe-wa *152 1
pa-ro . o-to-ke-se-we , e-te-wa *752 1

pa-ro ., ri-wa-so , e-fe-wa ¥152 1
pa-ro , e-po-1o-jo , u-po-o-pa
pa-ro , a-e-ri-qo , U-po-o-pa
pa-ro ., su-ko-pu,-te-e

pa-ro , ka-wi-jo , a-mu-ne-u-te
9 pa-ro [ |-je-u-p1, ka-

10 pa-ro , *22-ka-ne , wa-ka-[.]-te-we[

11 pa-ro , a-pi-qo-ta[ |na-ra-ro [
12 pa-ro , pa-| Jka-pa-ti-ja[

13 pa-Jro,[ ]wi-dwo-i-jo ¥152(
14 1*¥152]

inf. mut.

* %
L

*

SRR B> NN SRR (S

®
e !

o
LI U ST N Y
i e e

..'-|-'_'-: .
1la

_L J:
1

-

l'l—i.l,l_... S

v

Fig. 15. TH Uq 434
(da Aravantinos — Godart — Sacconi 2008, p. 33)




PY Un 718
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e

sa-ra-pe-da , po-se-da-o-ni , do-so-mo

1

2 o-wi-de-ta-i, do-so-mo . to-so . e-ke-ra,-wo
3 do-se.GRA 4 vIN 3 Bos™ 1

4 tu-ro, ., TURO, 10 ko-wo , *153 1

S5 me-1-to, v 3
6
7

8

9

vacat
o-da-a, . da-mo .GrRA 2 VIN 2
ovis® 2 TURO, 5 a-re-10° , A-RE-PAv 2 *153 1

to-so-de . ra-wa-ke-ta . do-se .

10 ovis™ 2 me-re-u-10 , FART 6

1 [ a -ma
Ivm s 2 o-da-a, . wo-ro-ki-jo-ne-jo, ka

12 GraT6VIN s1 TU-RO, 5 me-1]

13 vacat | J1v1

Fig. 16. PY Un 718 (da Bennett 1955, p. 83)



Wr 1325
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Wr-nodules from Pylos

CAP"  supra sigillum
vacat
o-pa

WI  supra sigillum
vacat
o-pa

@

Fig. 19. PY Wr 1325 (da Blegen - Lang 1957, Tav. 49)
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