Chapter 4 Adjectives and Adjectival Phrases

In the paradigms in Tables 4.2 and 4.3, note how the differences in the form of the adjec-
tival article depend on the definiteness, gender, case, and number of the referent and on
whether the referent immediately precedes. The difference in the latter is most obvious when

the referent is followed by the two adjectives, the second preceded by the conjunction e ‘and’.

Table 4.2 Indefinite Noun + Articulated Adjectives

Masc Sg

Masc Pl

Nom
Acc
Dat
Abl
Gen

‘nice, quiet boy’
("boy good and quiet™)
djalé i miré e i urté
djalé té miré e t& urté
djali t€ miré e t& urté
djali t€ miré e t& urté
i (njé) djali t& miré e t& urté

‘nice, well-behaved boys’
("boys good and quiet")
djem t& mir€ e té urté
djem t€ miré e té urté
djemve t& mir€ e t& urté
djemve t€& miré e té urté
i djemve t& miré e t& urté

Fem Sg

Fem Pl

‘nice, well-behaved girl’
("girl good and quiet™)

‘nice, well-behaved girls’
("girls good and quiet")

vajza t€ mira e té urta
vajza t€& mira e t€ urta

Nom | vajz€ e miré e té urté
Acc | vajzé té mir€ e t€ urté
Dat vajze t€ mir€ e té urté vajzave t€ mira e t€ urta
Abl vajze t& miré e té urté vajzave t€ mira e t€ urta
Gen | i (njé) vajze t& miré e t& urté | i vajzave t&€ mira e té urta

Table 4.3 Definite Noun + Articulated Adjectives

Masc Sg Masc Pl
‘the nice, well-behaved boy’ | ‘the nice, well-behaved boys’
Nom | djali i miré e i urté djemté e mir€ e t€ urté 3
Acc djalin e miré e té urté djemté e miré e té urté

Dat | djalit t& miré e té urté
Abl djalit t€ mir€ e t€ urté
Gen | i djalit t& miré e t& urté

djemve t€ miré€ e té urté
diemve t€& mir€ e té urté
i djemve t& miré e té urté

Fem Sg Fem PI

‘the nice, well-behaved girl’ | ‘the nice, well-behaved girls’
Nom | vajza e mir€ e e urté vajzat e mira e té urta

Acc vajzén e miré€ e t€ urté vajzat e mira e té urta

Dat vajzés s€ miré e t€ urté vajzave t& mira e té€ urta
Abl vajzés s€ miré e té urté vajzave t€ mira e t€ urta
Gen | i vajzés s€ miré e té urté i vajzave té mira e t€ urta

4.3 Declension of Adjectives

An adjective may follow the noun or pronoun it modifies; unlike a noun in the position,
the adjective does not take a case ending: pushka e amerikanit ‘the American’s gun’ vs.
pushka amerikane ‘the American gun’. On the basis of whether they have a preposed adjec-
tival article or not, adjectives in Albanian are divided into two groups: ARTICULATED and
UNARTICULATED.

With articulated adjectives the preposed article forms a phonetic and syntactic unit with
the adjective stem. As evident in Table 4.2 and Table 4.3, depending on the case, gender,
number, and definiteness of the noun it modifies, an articulated adjective will take one of the
following preposed articles: i, e, t&, sé. In citing an articulated adjective--e.g., in dictionaries or
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