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Armenian is an Indo-European language. At present, Armenian is spoken in the Republic of Armenia (ca. 3 million people) and by the diaspora community (ca. 7 million people). Classical Armenian or Grabar is known since the fifth century AD. The fifth century is regarded as the golden age of Armenian literature. The Armenian alphabet was invented by Mesrop Maštocʻ and consists of 36 original letters. Armenian plays an important role for the reconstruction of the Indo-European proto-language, although it underwent a number of significant changes, particularly in the verbal system. The aim of this course is to provide participants with the knowledge that is required to interpret Armenian material from an Indo-European perspective.This course will survey the history of the Armenian language from the Indo-European dispersal to the rise of contemporary dialects. Ample attention will be given to the following issues: the reflexes of the Proto-Indo-European laryngeals in Armenian; the archaisms of the nominal and verbal systems; etymological research into cultural vocabulary. Finally, the reading excerpts from a few original texts will allow participants to gain a better understanding of the structure of the language.
 
