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The place of Armenian in the Indo-European language
family: the relationship with Greek and Indo-Iranian

Hrach Martirosyan

The dialectal position of Armenian has attracted the attention of Armenologists ever
since Heinrich Hilbschmann (1875/1877) proved that Armenian does not belong to
the Iranian group of Indo-European languages and should be treated as an
independent branch of the Indo-European family. It can be argued that there are a
large number of connections between Armenian, Greek and Indo-Iranian on the one
hand (set A), and between Armenian and Greek on the other (set B). The latter set of
lexical agreements also involves European branches of the Indo-European language
family, a large portion of which should be explained in terms of substrate rather than
Indo-European heritage.

If we collate the two sets of correspondences, we observe that both sets have a
roughly equal number of lexical agreements in the semantic fields of, e.g., physical
world, fauna, animal hushbandry and human body. As far as the domains of flora and
agriculture are concerned, however, in A we find zero and five lexemes respectively,
whereas B has 13 lexemes for each domain. Especially remarkable are sets of
correspondences within a narrow semantic group, e.g. the three designations of
plants of the legume family, all of Mediterranean origin: olorn ‘pea, bean’, ospn
‘lentil’, and sisern ‘chick pea’. Interestingly, all three Armenian words display an
additional -n and belong to the an-declension class.

Another remarkable difference is that, in the domain of technical activities, set A
has lexemes with more general meanings, such as ‘bond’, ‘grave’ and ‘threshold’,
whereas B displays a number of specific technical terms such as ‘bridge’, ‘drying
implement’, ‘hinge’, ‘pillar’, ‘potter’s wheel” and ‘rein’.

Table set A
Lexical isoglosses: Armenian, Greek and Indo-Iranian

physical world, time, space

Proto-form Sanskrit Iranian Armenian

*plhyu- Pleiades *paryijaini-  alawunk* Ie160eg
*polio-/-ieh,  wave; grey (palita-) *parya- ali-k TOMOG, -16¢
*sm(H)-eh,-  year sama- (ham-) am, -a-

*p-b"ud™o-  bottomless  a-budhna- MP a-bun andund-, -o-

A*sru-ti- stream, etc. sruti- aru, i-stem pioig
B*sr(o)u-to-  stream, etc. srotas- OP rautah- aru, -0- POTOG
*h,rey-i- sun ravi- arew

*pro-h,enh;-  air, breeze prana- *frana- eran

*loukeno- luminous rocana- raocana- lusin, -o-
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*prHuo-
*hsmeig-o-
*cHI-eh,
*eub"-ro-

human, age,

Proto-form
*hznér
A*gerH-
B*gerHont-

*myto-

east./south.
cloud, mist
stone, rock
shiny, pure

kinship

man
old
old
mortal

piirva- pauruua- haraw, -o-
megha- maéya- még, -0-
sila- sal, -i- (-a-)
Subhra- Khot. suraa-  surb, -o0-

Sanskrit Iranian Armenian
nar- nar- ayr, gen. arn
jaras- zar- cer

jarant- Oss. zerond  cer-un(-i)
-my'ta- -masa- mard, -o-

body, perceptions, mentality, belief

Proto-form
*ueh,g-nu-
*pr(e/o) Hkt-
*h,erk"-o-
*m(e/o)rmen-
*skHel-
*pe/ork-u-

A *g"er-os-
B*g""(e)rnu-
*(p)ste/én-

Gloss
sound
buttocks

song
body

to err

rib, side
warmth

to be warm

wom. breast

Sanskrit Iranian Armenian
vagnu- gang
(prsthd-) (parsta-) erastan-k ‘
arka- erg, -0-
marman- marmin
skhalati Sil / sxal
parsu- parasu- (y-)ors-
haras- Jjer, -0-
ghrnoti Jjernum
stana- Sftana- stin

movements, speech and other activities

Proto-form
*s(e)Hd"-io-
*h,r-nu-

A *kie/oy-
B *kiu-to-
*fcHs-ti-
*(s)peud-

fauna

Proto-form
*h,IV(u)pek-
*th g’ lpié'
*tkiH-(e)no-
*Hlek-ih,-
*h,eg"-i-

Gloss
succeed
gain; allot
to go, move
moved
punish, etc.
zeal, haste

Gloss

fox

eagle, etc.
bird of prey
weasel

snake, adder

Sanskrit Iranian Armenian
sidhyati aj(-)
aranauu- arnum
cyav- Sauuaite é‘0g-
Cyuta- -Siita- éu, -o-
Sisti- sast, i-st.
Parth. pwd- p oyt
Sanskrit Iranian Armenian
lopasa- *raupasa- atues
Ljipya- arazifiio. arcui
Syenda- saena- ¢ ‘in, 0-stem
kastkd- ak ‘is, i-stem
ahi- azi- iz, i-stem

2

Greek
Gaviip
yépos
yEPOV
Bpotde

TPOKTOS

opariouor
9épog

oTivioy

dpvouor
oevopon
-00VT0G

omovo-1

Greek
dromné
olyomiog
iKtivog

S
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*singho-
*g"ou-d"eh;-
#gNej-0-

lion, panther
lizard
horse

animal husbandry

Proto-form

Gloss

sintha-
godhd-

haya- (*zaya-)

inj
kov-a-di-ac
ji, -0-

Armenian

*hy(e)ig-
*hyys-en-
*urh,én
*hlegh‘ihz‘
*g"ou-io-
*haeui-peh,-
*er-elos-

agriculture

Proto-form
*h,leh;-ur
*h(e)lh;-
*h,(e)lh,-tr-
*h,erhsuer/n-
*kelomieh,

goat

male anim.
lamb

COW, 0X
of cow
shepherd
cream

flour

to grind
grinder
arable land
yoke-pin

Sanskrit Iranian
(eda-) (izaéna-)
(rsabha-) arsan-
Uran- *varn-
ahi- azi-
gavya- gaoiia-

avi-pa-la-
Saras

Sanskrit Iranian

(MInd. ata)  *arna-
*a/arfra-

urvara- uruuard-

samya- Sima-/sami-

house, housekeeping, crafts, implements, building

Proto-form
*h,énHt-ieh,
*hanéb"-
*bleh,g-
*d"pb"-
*e(e)r(H)-
*Ji(e)r(H)ieh,
*deh;-
*dh-ti-

Table set B

Gloss
threshold
nave, hub
lot, estate
tomb, grave
to tie, form
band

to bind
bond

Sanskrit Iranian

(ata-) qiSiia-

nabhi-

(bhaga-) *baga-
*daf-ma-
*sar-

da-Idyéati da-

-diti-

Lexical isoglosses: Armenian, Greek, etc.

physical world, time, space

Proto-form
*ant'-r-
*ha(e)g"l-

Gloss
coal
mist, fog

Armenian Greek
*ant -(Q)r- awvdpaé
atj- Gy Ao¢

3

ayc

arn

garn

ezn, g. ezin
kogi
hoviw, -a-
ser

Armenian
alewr
atam
atawri
harawun-k ‘
sami, ea-st.

Armenian
*and-i-

aniw ‘wheel’
bak

damban
sarem
sari-k‘, -ea-
*ti-

*tay

Other 1

OPr. aglo

aié

dpanv

Fapijv

-Bo()iog

dAevpov
Gréw
dhetpic
dpovpo,
(kap0c)

Greek
(payeiv)
s
reloupio

déw
déoic

Other 2
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*an(t)ér cave ayr dvrpov

*h,(e)rti now, (near) ard(i) Gpt (Lith. arti)
*Héh,m-(G)r  day awr, g. awur  fjuap

A*dyeh,-ro-  long erkar *OFapog

B *dueh,-n-  long erkayn *opav

*tumbo- mound t ‘umb wupog

*mar-mar- to shimmer *mar-m@)r-  uopuoipw

*me-g"sr-i near merj(i-) Léxpt

*notiieh, wetness nay, i-stem votio,

*en(e)uo- empty sin, -o- *KeVEOG

human, age, kinship

Proto-form Gloss Armenian Greek Other 1 Other 2
*pre(i)sg”u-  elder eréc’, U-st. npéapog

*g"neh,ik- wife, woman  *kanay- POVOL-K-

*meh,truieh,  stepmother mawru, -a- WTPVIG,

*suekur-eh,  moth.-in-law  skesur, -a- &xvpd

body, perceptions, mentality, belief

Proto-form Gloss Armenian Greek Other 1 Other 2
*hzk"k"on eye akn SKKov

*hyn(e/or)io-  dream anurj, -i-I-0-  dvelopog Alb*andérré
*d"(e)h;s- god di-k* Jedg (Lat. feriae)
*pr(e/o)Hkt-  buttocks erastan-k ‘ TPWKTOS

*ues-nu- puton cloth. ~ z-genum Svwou

*s(e)lh,-s- laughter calr, 9. calu  yélwg, yol-

*méd-es-h, mind mit-k‘, mt-a-  wijdea

*mor-m- she-monster ~ mor-m Mopud(v) Lat. formido
*srung"- snout Fung(n) Poyx(e)og

*ps(e)ud-os-  false, lie sut, -o- weddog

movements, speech and other activities

Proto-form (€] [o Armenian Greek Other 1 Other 2
A *hzb"el- to sweep awel(-) 0péliw

B *hsb"el- toincrease | awel- S

*bler-(e)n- load bern pepvil Alb. barré (“child”)
*bPh-ti- word,rumour  bay, i-st. péoIc, PaTIc

*k(e)r(H)ieh,  band sari-k‘, -ea-  xeloupio

*feud'(-s)-  to hide soyz Kkevhw OEng. hjdan

fauna

Proto-form  Gloss Armenian Greek Other 1 Other 2

4
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*hsel-(hy)n- deer ein AA0¢ Lith. élnis Milr. ailit
*pter- feather, wing = #‘er(z?) TTEPOV
*Iu(n)k- lynx lusa(m)n- Abp&E Lith. fiisis OHG luhs
A*karid(-ia)  crayfish karic, -a- Kaplig, -ilidoc
B *ko/or-i- crayf., scorp. = Kkor, -i scorp.  kovpic kwpic
*dg"uH- fish jukn ix9ic Lith. Zuvis
*hye/og"imo-  hedgehog ozni &ivoc (OHGigil)  (Oss. wyzyn)
*jork-0- deer, game ors, -o- foprog {opr-  Corn. yorch
*sk(o)rp-i- asp, scorpion  k‘arb, i-stem  oxopmioc
animal husbandry
Proto-form Gloss Armenian Greek Other 1 Other 2
*h,(e)ig- goat ayc alé (Skt. eda-) (Av.izaéna-)
*bug/g- dewlap erbuc, -0- Pbpuyé Lat. frizmen
*glot- milk kat‘n yOAoKT- Lat. lact-

*mosg"-ofio-  youngbov.  mozi 1oGy-

*henhsorg™  maleanim.  y-orj &v-opy-

*dig/g"- goat tik, -a- Sico OHG ziga

*poHI-/pol- young anim.  ul, -o- Tdlog Goth. fula Alb. pélé
flora

Proto-form Gloss Armenian Greek Other 1 Other 2
*h,0i(hyueh, yew, vine aygi, -ea- oin Lat. @va OHG iwa
*ureh,d- branch, root ~ argat PASTE Lat. radix Goth. waurts
A *d"lh;ro- green, fresh  dalar, -o- Salepog

B*d"él(H)-n-  twig, herb del, -0- Y0)20¢ (Mlr. duilne)  (OEngl. dile)
*ptel- elm, Ulmus  z‘ehi rredéa (Lat. tilia)

*t"u(o)iko- fig, (vulva) t‘uz, -0- obkov, okov  Lat. ficus

*gv[hy-eno- acorn katin, -0- pdlavog (Lat. gland-)  (SCr. z¢elud)
*kalam- aspen, plane  katam-ax(i)  xalouiv-dop

*kast(an)- chestnut kas(t-)k- KAOTAVOY

*mor- blackberry mor(s) 13pov (Lat morum)

*pYort"o- sprout, twig ~ ort*,- o- 7(2)dpboc

*haorg"i- orchis (xol)orj Spyic

*spongos mushroom sunk/gn onlpdyyoc Lat. fungus

agriculture

Proto-form  Gloss Armenian Greek Other 1 Other 2

A *hylehs-uy  flour alewr dlevpov

B*h,(e)lhstr-  grinder atawri aletpic Iran*arfra-

*hyos-r-(€)h,  harvest *ar-a- (Om-)cdpo. (Goth.asans)  (CS jesens)
*drepan-eh,  *sickle artewan, -a-  Jpemdvn

5



Hrach Martirosyan, Armenian. Second Pavia Summer School for IE Linguistics | 2013

*g"rz(d") barley gari, -ea- kpid, kpi  Alb. drithe = OHG gersta
*el(e/a)iw- olive, oil ewt, iwt-0- &arog Lat. oleum
*skWodoro-  garlic xstor/sxtor  oxdp(o)ov  Alb. hirdhé
hadhér
*gorio- drain kori yopybpiov
*(H)olur- pea; spelt olorn, -ran Slvpau
*0sp- legumen ospn ‘lentil’  dompiov
*si/ek"u- melon,gourd ~ sex oiKba
*feiker- chick pea sisern, -fan  (kixeppot) Lat. cicer OPr. keckers

Alb. thjer(r)
*(s)kl-nelo-  to hoe, weed = k‘atem oK (Lith. skélti)

house, housekeeping, crafts, implements, building

Proto-form Gloss Armenian Greek Other 1 Other 2
*agu(s)iehy- path, road acu dyvio,

*h,er- fix, puttog.  arnem, ar-ar  dpapiokw

*burg"- tower burgn Topyoc

*d"rog"- wheel durgn 1P0Y0G Olr. droch

*sep'’-s- to boil, cook  ep ‘em Eyw

*t(@)rp-eh, basket tarp‘/t'arb  tpmn

*t(o)rs- drying impl. ' t'ar TaPOOS OHG darra
*h,ul(e/o)hyro-  thong, rein lar, -ofi/a- eblnpa Lat. lorum

*Sinyl(u)m- hinge cixni, -ea- yi(y)ylouog

*alieh,/glineh, clay katjin yAo, yAivyy Russ. glina  Engl. clay
*gvem/b"urieh,  bridge kamurj, -a- yépipo.

*per-(i)on- awl, pin heriwn, -ean  zwep-dvy

*ksan-t(e)r- comb sant/dr Eavrp-

*(s)ki(u)on pillar siwn Kiwv OHG skina

*stineh, post, pillar *staf-a- oty OHG stollo

Preliminary conclusions

We may preliminarily conclude that Armenian, Greek, (Phrygian) and Indo-Iranian
were dialectally close to each other or even formed a dialectal group at the time of
the Indo-European dispersal. Within this hypothetical dialect group, Proto-Armenian
was situated between Proto-Greek (to the west) and Proto-Indo-Iranian (to the east).
On the northern side it might have neighboured, notably, Proto-Germanic and Proto-
Balto-Slavic.

After the Indo-European dispersal, Armenian developed isoglosses with Indo-
Iranian on the one hand and Greek on the other. The Indo-Iranians then moved
eastwards, while the Proto-Armenians and Proto-Greeks remained in a common
geographical region for a long period and developed numerous shared innovations.
At a later stage, together or independently, they borrowed a large number of words
from the Mediterranean / Pontic substrate language(s), mostly cultural and
agricultural words, as well as animal and plant designations.
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On the other hand, Armenian shows a considerable number of lexical
correspondences with European branches of the Indo-European language family, a
large portion of which too should be explained in terms of substrate rather than
Indo-European heritage.
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