
1997 Labour Party Manifesto 

'Our case is simple: that Britain can and must be better'.  

'The vision is one of national renewal, a country with drive, purpose and energy'.  

'In each area of policy a new and distinctive approach has been mapped out, one that differs 

from the old left and the Conservative right. This is why new Labour is new'.  

'New Labour is a party of ideas and ideals but not of outdated ideology. What counts is what 

works. The objectives are radical. The means will be modern'.  

Over the five years of a Labour government:  

1. Education will be our number one priority, and we will increase the share of national 

income spent on education as we decrease it on the bills of economic and social failure  

2. There will be no increase in the basic or top rates of income tax  
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Pink stands for Labour-inspired measures, while light-blue stands for Conservative-inspired moves. As said above, the political strategy of the Third Way entailed drawing what could be good and useful from both parties.
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The Labour Party stood for Britain at large: they did not simply represent Scottish, Welsh and Irish positions (apart from English), as they had historically done; they also aimed at representing the great number of "newcomers" or "New Britons" who felt that they did not have a political referent yet.The definition that the Labours gave of Britain (without the "Great"..!) was that of a Nation made of different people(s) > they wanted to promote the image of a counrty that hosted a multiplicity of cultures, traditions, ethnicities, and even Englishes.The "Great" was taken out of Great Britain in a move that anticipated the dismissal of "Britannia" from the 50p coin. The Labour policy was to strip the old vestiges of Empire off the UK's collective memory and supply the Nation with a renewed set of symbols to identify itself.
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The idea that the Labour party wants to convey is that of a fresh start, a new beginning after 18 years of reactionary Conservative government.The Manifesto insists on concepts of change and renewal, terms that will constantly occur in New Labour's discourse. 
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This new and distinctive approach became famous as the THIRD WAY. The name chosen to identify the party, New Labour, insists on the concept of newness:- on the one side, it aims at distinguishing the party from the old, Socialist Labour party that had lost consent because of its strongly ideological stance. Blair attempted a mediation between the Traditionalists and the Modernisers within the Labour party.- on the other, Blair's New Labour project aims at establishing a dialogue with middle-class constituency, by showing them that common political strategies can be taken in the interest of all. Blair's THIRD WAY meant taking a path that was in-between the two traditional British parties: a hybrid policy that would draw elements from both parties, as long as they could prove reasonable and useful.
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Blair managed in the historic task of modifying the Labour Party's founding charter, especially as regards the strongly ideological statement "to secure for the workers ... the most equitable distribution ... upon the basis of the common ownership of the means of production".This meant distancing the Party from the trade unions and from an old form of Socialist ideology, which would have prevented any significant development in a world that had deeply changed.- On the one side, Blair wanted to win the vote of hesitant middle-class electorate by reassuring them that Labour would not embark once again on unsuccessful nationalization of utilities and onerous social expense. On the contrary, New Labour's policy promises to be functional and pragmatic.- On the other, he wanted to convince his own voters of the necessity to be in line with the times and update the party policy, without betraying their ideals but by overcoming ideology.



3. We will provide stable economic growth with low inflation, and promote dynamic and 

competitive business and industry at home and abroad  

4. We will get 250,000 young unemployed off benefit and into work  

5. We will rebuild the NHS, reducing spending on administration and increasing spending 

on patient care  

6. We will be tough on crime and tough on the causes of crime, and halve the time it takes 

persistent juvenile offenders to come to court  

7. We will help build strong families and strong communities, and lay the foundations of a 

modern welfare state in pensions and community care  

8. We will safeguard our environment, and develop an integrated transport policy to fight 

congestion and pollution  

9. We will clean up politics, decentralise political power throughout the United Kingdom 

and put the funding of political parties on a proper and accountable basis  

10. We will give Britain the leadership in Europe which Britain and Europe need  
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Thatcher's programme similarly promoted private enterprise and foreign investment
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Though taking into account social measures, Blair's aim is not just to create new job opportunities, but also to remove part of the younger population from the dole.
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Introduced in 1948 together with the Welfare State by Labour C. Attlee, the National Health Service, that grants free hospital and medical treatment for all the strata of the population, is one of the British prides
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The position that Blair takes is twofold: - the Right historically thinks that crime is due to individual evil > this "tough on crime" move appeals to those voters that side for a strong solution;- the "tough on the causes of crime" appeals to his Labour electorate: culturally, the Left-wing believes that crime is the consequence of adverse social and economic conditions that therefore need to be tackled.
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Blair promoted the devolution (decentralization) of power to Scotland, Wales and Northern Ireland:- he had to please his electorate, made mostly of non-English voters;- he wanted to give political and cultural dignity to those regions that had always been dominated;- he wanted to indulge and reinforce the Scottish, Welsh, and Irish sense-of-itself to build a stronger Great Britain made of different cultures and identities (on the assuption that if all the parts were content and satisfied, then the whole should be more strongly tied and less tense)- devolution was "irresistible": in the wake of renewed claims for greater autonomy from local movements, devolution could not be resisted but had to be indulgedIn 1997 a referendum established partial self-government through the creation of the Scottish Parliament, the National Assembly for Wales and the Northern Ireland Assembly, which had legislative power in their countries and limited power over taxation. This led to protests on the part of the English who did not feel equally and individually represented like the other countries were: i.e. while the Scottish, Welsh and Irish councils elected their own representatives and could legislate on local matters, the British Parliament hosted representatives from all four countries; as a consequence S., W. and I. Members of the British Parliament could vote on English matters but not vice-versa. (The same for culture: i.e. the Scottish National Gallery was the counterpoint to the British National Gallery, while an English National Gallery does not exist.)Protests were partly satisfied by the establishment of the Mayoralty of London in 2000.
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Blair's aim was twofold:- to make the UK the "pivotal" nation, the centre of Europe: restore its centrality, which is so deep-rooted in its nature, history and vocation > Blair appeals to this tradition of centrality (but not a continental tradition) to convince the British of the necessity to stand with the EU;- to position the UK as a "bridge" between East and West, between the USA and the EU > Blair solves the dilemma as regards what side the UK should take: it should be equidistant; it should maintain its historical "special relationship" with the US but also have a role in the EU; it should maintain its tradition of insularity without isolation.Blair mediates between two positions, making the solution appealing: on the one side, he invokes a tradition of centrality, insularity and command, and the historical friendship with the US, and advocates that all this should continue; on the other, he stresses the importance for the UK of having a role in Europe and a relationship of mutuality with the EU, something that the British electorate would have found difficult to accept. 
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See above point 4. Blair still stands up for the Welfare State (and the dole) but also reckons the need to make it "modern", that is, limit the range of State intervention and Government expense.




