
The supreme function of statesmanship is to provide against preventable evils. In seeking to do so, it 

encounters obstacles which are deeply rooted in human nature. […] 

A week or two ago I fell into conversation with a constituent, a middle-aged, quite ordinary working man 

employed in one of our nationalised industries.  

After a sentence or two about the weather, he suddenly said: "If I had the money to go, I wouldn't stay in this 

country." I made some deprecatory reply to the effect that even this government wouldn't last for ever; but he 

took no notice, and continued: "I have three children, all of them been through grammar school and two of 

them married now, with family. I shan't be satisfied till I have seen them all settled overseas. In this country in 

15 or 20 years' time the black man will have the whip hand over the white man."  

I can already hear the chorus of execration. How dare I say such a horrible thing? How dare I stir up trouble 

and inflame feelings by repeating such a conversation?  
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Sort of introduction, a "caption" to the speech: immigration envisioned and described as a preventable evil, something that could be avoided if only human nature worked in the proper, "good" direction.


Sandra
Evidenziato

TEXTUAL + INTERACTIONAL: Powell introduces his speech my means of an INVENTED ANECDOTE > the fictional, artificial nature of discourse is disguised under an impression of spontaneous, accidental convesation.
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TXT + INT: convey an impression of intimacy and FELLOWSHIP > pretence of easiness, familiarity, socialbility, peer-to-peer relationship
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INT: He defines the type of person he wants to address: his interlocutor is the "constituent", the white British citizen with the right to vote. This citizen is imagined as an average, honest tax-payer.

Later in the speech he describes his constituents as "ordinary, decent, sensible people, writing a rational and often well-educated letter".

Hence, the model of Citizen (a constituent with the right to vote) is such term: AVERAGE, HONEST, HARD-WORKER, ORDINARY, DECENT, SENSIBLE, RESPECTABLE, EARNEST, WELL-EDUCATED. > These were the values of the working and of the lower middle-classes (that is, the classes addressed by nationalistic, xenophobic discourse) > such values were used to define the FELLOW Englishman 

Powell insists upon this key concept of English lifestyle, that is, the sentiment of "fellowship": the community of interest, activity, feeling, or experience shared by a company of equals or friends; a close association of individuals sharing similar interests in a congenial atmosphere and on equal terms.
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TXT + INT: Beginning of the conversation is typical of the AVERAGE Englishman.
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TXT + INT: Enacted dialogue > He pretends to disagree with the effect of reinforcing his interlocutor's position
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Harold Wilson's Labour government (1964-1970) that promulgated the Race Relations Act
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Level of secondary education typical of England (and Wales) up to the mid-60s > Powell is implicitely addressing an English family of average education (that is, his constituency)
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Colonial imagery, a remainder of the imperial past > the relationship of power and dominion is overturned > the rhetorical devices used are PARADOX and EXAGGERATION (also see: "The sense of being a persecuted minority which is growing among ordinary English people")
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TXT + INT: Use of direct speech to make structure more direct and simple, hence make it easier for the public to decode the message > he is addressing an audience with a low level of education




The answer is that I do not have the right not to do so. Here is a decent, ordinary fellow Englishman, who in 

broad daylight in my own town says to me, his Member of Parliament, that his country will not be worth living 

in for his children.  

I simply do not have the right to shrug my shoulders and think about something else. What he is saying, 

thousands and hundreds of thousands are saying and thinking - not throughout Great Britain, perhaps, but in 

the areas that are already undergoing the total transformation to which there is no parallel in a thousand years 

of English history.  

In 15 or 20 years, on present trends, there will be in this country three and a half million Commonwealth 

immigrants and their descendants. That is not my figure. That is the official figure given to parliament by the 

spokesman of the Registrar General's Office. 
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Powell insists upon this key concept of English lifestyle, that is, the sentiment of "FELLOWSHIP": the community of interest, activity, feeling, or experience shared by a company of equals or friends; a close association of individuals sharing similar interests in a congenial atmosphere and on equal terms.
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TXT + ID + INT: Insisted and reinforced use of the possessive pronouns to put an accent on the aspect of citizenship: ownership, right to vote, mutual  trust between people and their representatives, shared values, common ground.
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The one he voted.
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He recalls a tradition of resistance, victory and successful isolation, and argues that for the first time in history the English population is under attack and unable to react.
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He gives the proportion of an invasion > sense of urgency 





