B. Anderson, Imagined Communities: 

· The idea of Nation has to be questioned as artificial and constructed.

· The concept of Nation is a modern, not an ancient, one (end of 18th century with the French Revolution that eliminated the dynastic realm and substituted it with the concept of egalitarian community).

· Nation (as democracy) is a Western artifact: we tend to give it a universal and timeless value but in fact it is determined in place and time (exported and imposed upon the colonies of the Empire, this concept turned against Great Britain since it provoked revolt on the same basis)

· Nation is a cultural (ideological) artifact, an ‘imagined community’, a construction:




- limited: by boundaries beyond which there are other nations ( exclusive




- sovereign: self-ruled, autonomous




- communitarian: despite inequality, hence unitarian




- ancient: timeless and continuous

Terminology from a technical and cultural point of view can help us understand some issues related to language (which is rarely neutral):

· COUNTRY: defines a geographical region (unproblematic)

· STATE: defines in legal, political, administrative terms a unitary entity ruled under one government (unitarian character in technical terms)

· NATION: traditionally defines in cultural terms a body of people who share a common history, culture, language and ethnic origins inhabiting a country (this concept of unity and community is extremely problematic nowadays)

· NATION-STATE: when the three correspond 

The problematic definition of Great Britain is a recent issue (raised after WWII by non-English subjects). Over the centuries it has undergone a series of geographical and political changes that have determined a different denomination every time.
1603: Act of Union of the English and Scottish Crowns under James VI of Scotland who became James I of Great Britain (which already included Wales) but the two kingdoms remained separate sovereign States with their own parliaments and laws.
1706 - 1707: Acts of Union: the parliaments united to form a single sovereign State: (United) Kingdom of Great Britain. 

1801: United Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland (official union of Kingdoms and parliaments).

1927: United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland (1921 Irish Free State).
· Geographical: Great Britain (main island: England, Scotland, Wales)


British Isles (GB, Northern Ireland, Isle of Man, Wight, Jersey, 
Guernsey) 

· Political (for GB and NI): United Kingdom



      Britain (from 1970s)

· Cultural: ?

- GB is not a Nation-State: it has not got a unitary character especially in cultural terms. 

- a State made of 4 countries (cautious, attempt at neutrality)
- 4 nations (culturally daring)
- a Nation made of different people(s) (progressive but utopian) 

English refers to England

British refers to (Great) Britain
This seems fairly obvious but in fact the two terms have often been used (and still are) as if they were interchangeable. 

The issue is not perceived as problematic by foreigners and up to the 1950s the mistake of using English incorrectly instead of British was widely accepted. 

The acceptance of such a naming from the part of the dominated entails the acceptance of their subaltern position (‘cultural hegemony’).
Anglo is another term that signals the dominant position of England over the rest of the region (often used in compounds like Anglo-American; even the compound Anglo-Saxon is used extensively to refer to English-speaking countries) > Anglo-centrism

England was at the core of the United Kingdom and of the Empire 

> the extensive use of England, English and Anglo to refer to Britain signals to what extent one part of the country dominated over the rest in terms of politics and administration but also in terms of culture

> the authority of the centre over the periphery 
> the establishment encouraged the identification England = Britain

> language as a tool of appropriation and dominion.

England has always defined itself in terms of imperialism, domination and centrality

> that is why it was at a loss after WWII when nationalist movements in Scotland and in the former colonies started to claim independence

> identity crisis 

