THE 1990s – THE UK FACING EUROPE AND THE OUTER WORLD

· In 1957, Belgium, France, Italy, Luxembourg, the Netherlands, and West Germany signed the Treaty of Rome, thus constituting the European Economic Community, (EEC). The UK refused to join.

· In 1973, the UK finally joined the European Communities (a.k.a. Community, it had changed name and status in the meanwhile).
· In 1990 Thatcher resigns after being challenged by her own Party members, partly because of her aversion to the European Community (but mainly because of the unpopular "poll tax" she had introduced). She is replaced by John Major, who was later elected in 1992.
· In 1993 the European Union was formally established with the Maastricht Treaty: it had significantly enlarged to include former Communist countries and its main promoters were German Chancellor Helmut Kohl and French President François Mitterrand. The UK reluctantly signed.

· In 1993 the UK found itself in the condition of having to accept a further enlarged European Union, with an even stronger federal, supranational vocation and under the leadership of historical opponents France and Germany. John Major, elected in 1992, had to justify this move to his voters. His position was that of an acrobat who had to find a point of balance between two positions: the need to reassure his constituency that Britain's sovereignty - and with it, its cultural identity - will not be lost; and the urgency to join, accepting therefore Europe's requests. 
· Historically England has been the country in the UK with less continental tradition, while Scotland had established good relationships with France and Ireland had cultivated a dialogue with Europe. 

· After WWII, Churchill had opted for a ‘special relationship’ with the US and had conceived the idea of the United State of Europe with English as a lingua franca, but said Britain would not be part of it: “We are in Europe, but not of Europe”.
· In 1995 the Schengen Area for the gradual abolition of border checks at the signatories’ common borders was established but the UK and Ireland opted out.
· In 1997 Tony Blair becomes Prime Minister, the general attitude changes but not substantially (see hyperlink in “Labour Party Manifesto”)

· Current PM David Cameron has promised a referendum to withdraw from the EU by 2017.
